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  THE PIRATE POST 

Palencia Elementary School 

     THE CAPTAIN’s Log       

Ms. Catherine Goodrich, Principal 

Ms. Theresa Cooper, Assistant Principal 

Ms. Courtney Johnson, Assistant Principal     December 13, 2023 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Thursday, December 21: 

1 hour early dismissal 

 

December 22-January 5: 

Winter Break 

Student/Teacher Holiday 

 

Thursday, January 4 : 

Teacher Planning Day 

 

Friday, January 5: 

Teacher Inservice Day/ 

Student Holiday 

 

Monday, January 8: 

Classes Resume for Students 

Second Semester Begins 

 

Wednesday, January 10: 

PTO Meeting @8:40am 

 

Monday, January 15: 

Martin Luther King  Jr. Day 

Student/Teacher Holiday 

 

Friday,  January 19: 

Report Cards Issued 

 

Season’s Greetings, PES families! 

 

School grades were released by Florida’s Department of Education early this week. I 
am proud to say ALL of our staff helped ensure Palencia Elementary maintained “A 
school” status for the 22-23 school year. It goes without saying that our school com-
munity’s high level of parent support is a significant factor when it comes to student 
success. I remain proud and grateful.  Well done! 

 

Students will complete the second quarter of the school year on Thursday, Decem-
ber 21st, prior to our break. If you foresee your child will be absent prior to this time, 
please be sure to connect with the teacher. We do not want for missed tests to nega-
tively impact second quarter grades, as teachers are required to finalize report card 
grades when they return on January 4th. Thank you! 

 

As I reflect on holidays past with my own boys (who are now in their 20s), it’s clear 
that family experiences are remembered and valued so much more than the toys and 
gadgets. I remember putting myself through a lot of stress searching for whatever 
the coveted, trendy present of the year was for my boys. If I had it to do all over 
again, I would have spent even more time in conversation with them about the 
meaning behind the holiday celebrated and reinforcing their unique qualities as a 
person. I wish you all much love and peace over the break. 

 

 

Together in Education,  

 

Catherine Goodrich 

Principal Palencia Elementary School 

(904) 547-4010 
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Hello, Pirate Families! 

My name is Gretchen Molina. I am so glad to be teaching music at Palencia Elementary School! I 
have really enjoyed meeting all the wonderful students and staff here. Everyone has been so wel-
coming and encouraging. My family and I recently moved to Palm Coast, Florida, after selling our 
lake home in Northern Wisconsin. We loved living on the lake, but it is, unfortunately, frozen for 
about 5 months of the year and we really don’t like the cold weather or ice fishing. We have want-
ed to live somewhere that is warm, sunny, and snow-free with plenty of water and outdoor activi-
ties nearby, so that is how we chose Palm Coast. My husband and I have three children – two are 
in college and one is in 7th grade. We also have a mini-golden doodle. I love to sing, play the pi-
ano, and listen to all types of music. My favorite thing to do is spend time with my family - espe-
cially outdoors hiking, fishing, and sightseeing. We are loving Florida life so far! 

I hold two degrees from the University of Wisconsin - Bachelor of Music Education and Bachelor 
of Science – Elementary Education. In Wisconsin, I taught elementary music, as well as middle 
and high school choir at a rural 4K-12 public school, where my own children attended. Though it 
was a very small school, I am proud to say that our music department was highly accomplished 
and well-known in the area for musical excellence and fun, memorable performances. Some of the 
highlights of my 9+ years of teaching there included directing five Broadway musicals (most re-
cently Beauty and the Beast), preparing and directing many seasonal concerts and plays for all 
grades, preparing students to excel in music contests such as Solo and Ensemble and the WI Youth 
Harmony Festival - Barbershop Quartet Contest, and even organizing special performance trips for 
my high school choir to sing at Disney World! Some of my singers were invited to perform at the 
WI State Music Educators’ Convention -- twice. My high school girls’ treble barbershop quartet 
was named WYHF’s State Champions in 2022 and 1st runners-up in 2023. I am proud of the mu-
sic education that I provided students at my old school, and I am happy to continue my work here 
at Palencia. Having that unique position of teaching students from an early age through graduation 
helped me understand the importance of a high-quality music education during the elementary 
years. This type of educational environment helps nurture a love for music in everyday life as well 
as helps prepare students for musical opportunities in their futures. 

Some of the things we have been working on here in the music classroom include singing using 
solfege, reading music notation and playing rhythms using various classroom instruments, learn-
ing about how to follow a music score, and lots more. Something I love about the music classroom 
here is that there are a lot of instruments for students to play. Several classes have recently had 
some fun playing rhythms on a non-traditional instrument – the bucket drum! I am looking for-
ward to a fantastic rest of the school year here. 

 

~Mrs. Molina 
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k.jesseniamatos@gmail.com         Pirates Need to Know… 

SJCSD Website 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES Website 

http://www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES PTO Website 

http://palenciapiratespto.com 

PES Attendance Policy 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/

attendance/ 

PES Attendance Form  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

https://eschool.stjohns.k12.fl.us/eSchoolPLUS/Student/Registration/StudentSummary?studentId=575173#
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://Www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://palenciaelementarypto.weebly.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2FTakeSurvey.aspx%3FSurveyID%3Dpesattendance&data=05%7C01%7CSilvia.BorraInGalli%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0bd2c9b486ce47a4c8f708da89ed625f%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e8443
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