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  THE PIRATE POST 

Palencia Elementary School 

     THE CAPTAIN’s Log       

Ms. Catherine Goodrich, Principal 

Ms. Theresa Cooper, Assistant Principal 

Ms. Courtney Johnson, Assistant Principal     January 17, 2024 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Wednesday, January 17: 

Report Cards 

 

Monday, January 22: 

SAC Meeting @4:00pm 

 

Thursday, January 25: 

Family Bingo Night @6:00pm 

PES Cafeteria 

 

Saturday, February 3: 

Character Counts! 6K/3K Run 

@9:00am 

 

Wednesday, February 7: 

PTO Meeting @8:40am 

 

Monday, February 12: 

SAC Meeting @4:00pm 

 

Monday, February 19: 

Student/Teacher Holiday 

Happy New Year, PES families! 

 

I must reiterate how much young children bring me joy.   Okay, for example, overhearing 
conversations between the students about this cold weather has been entertaining. Little 
ones who are native to Florida sometimes appear to be in a mild state of shock when arriv-
ing in the morning. Students who moved here recently from up north are casual and happy-
go-lucky navigating temps in the 30s. Their pure interactions with each other, trying to un-
derstand their classmate’s different experiences, can honestly be a model for us adults when 
we find ourselves struggling to take the perspective of  one another. After over three dec-
ades working with children, I am still reminded to be intentional listening to and learning 
from little ones. 

 

Report cards for the 2nd nine weeks are available today. Remember to sign the report card 
envelope and return it to your child’s teacher tomorrow. Your child benefits more than you 
know when you, as their parent and lifelong teacher, engage in goal setting / coaching / af-
firming conversations about their success and progress in school.  

  

Mark your calendars for the Kids Heart Challenge. We are excited to partner with the 
American Heart Association this year and bring our students new information and activities in 
place of our traditional Field Day.  We will kick off our event with education and fundrais-
ing opportunities beginning Monday, January 29th and invite all Palencia Elementary stu-
dents to participate in a large variety of challenge activities on Monday, February 12th. This 
will be a great way to celebrate Heart Month and be part of a Legacy of Lifesavers!  Many volun-
teers will be needed to manage the different centers so be on the lookout for a Sign -Up Ge-
nius from PTO.  

 

If you have not yet had a conference with your child’s teacher, this halfway point is an ex-
cellent time to check in. Conferences can be held via phone, virtually, or in person. Simply 
check the box on the report card envelope if you would like to schedule something. 

 

Together in Education,  

Catherine Goodrich 

Principal Palencia Elementary School 

(904) 547-4010 
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Happy New Year Pirates! A few reminders from your Front Office for the second half of our school 
year: 

 

• Front Office Hours are 7:55 am to 3:45 pm 

• Attendance matters! Missing a day of school here and there may not seem like much, but absenc-
es add up! When a student misses 2 days a month, they will miss 20 days a year. They will miss 30 
hours of math and 60 hours of reading and writing over the school year. They will miss over 1 year 
of school by graduation. 

• Absence Reporting: A written note or email is needed within 48 hours of returning to school stat-
ing the cause of the absence. You do not need to call the school to report this, but you may email the 
teacher to arrange for school work your child has missed. Our Attendance Form is located on the 
home page of the Palencia Elementary School website. 

• Dismissal Changes: If your Pirate is going home a different way or leaving early please complete 
our Dismissal Change Form located on the home page of our website. We cannot accept phone calls 
for these changes. We do not send children to the Front Office until you have arrived and shown 
your Photo ID to staff. All Dismissal changes must be submitted by 2 pm (1 pm on Wednesdays). 

• For the safety of students, children may not be checked out of school after 2:15 pm (1:15 pm on 
Wednesdays). 

• Proper identification must be presented each time a person signs in at a school. The only forms of 
proper identification are the following: 

1. Current state issued driver’s license 

2. Current state issued identification card (issued only by the DMV) 

 

• We’ve upgraded!  Our sign in kiosk in the front office will no longer have a keyboard option for 
typing in your information. You will only be able to sign in by scanning your driver’s license. We are 
happy to help those of you who are not familiar with how to do this, we ask for your patience and 
cooperation. 

• We are happy to accept forgotten water bottles, lunch boxes and other items your Pirate forgot at 
home. Please label items with student’s name and teacher. 

• Please label your student’s items such as water bottles, lunch boxes, and jackets. We will return 
labeled items to students should they misplace them. If items are not labeled they are placed in our 
Lost and Found. At the end of the quarter all unclaimed items are donated. 
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Welcome back Pirates! 

Happy New year to you all!  I hope that you enjoyed your much deserved break!  It has been brought to my atten-

tion that during drop off and pick up times there are multiple vehicles attempting to make a left turn out of the parking lot 

into the neighborhood. While I know that this is convenient and is where a large percentage of our students live, it is caus-

ing a jam in the parking lot therefore, prolonging drop off and pick up procedures.  

Please adhere to the signage posted at the exit of the parking lot and be advised that left turns are prohibited during the 

following times: 

Monday – Friday 8:00am -8:30am 

Wednesday – 1:45pm-2:20pm 

Monday – Friday 2:45pm- 3:20pm 

 

 

Thank you all so much for your assistance in this matter! Always remember, the safety of our school is a collateral 

effort. My door is always open for any concerns you may have. Always remember if you see something say something. Have 

a great year Pirates!  

Sailing safely, 

Deputy Cicero     



9 

 
 

      



10 

 
 

 
   

    

On Wednesday, December 20th, fifth grade students participated in two en-
gaging activity stations to celebrate the positive behavior and character they 
displayed during the second quarter. Students were able to select which ac-
tivities they would like the participate in from the following options: com-
petitive games, puzzles and games, arts and crafts, and slime making. The 
supplies needed for this celebration were generously donated by THE PLAY-
ERS. Thank you to THE PLAYERS for their part in encouraging our students to 
display the Six Pillars of Character!  

Jennifer A. Hughes 

5th Grade Teacher 

Palencia Elementary School 
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k.jesseniamatos@gmail.com         Pirates Need to Know… 

SJCSD Website 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES Website 

http://www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES PTO Website 

http://palenciapiratespto.com 

PES Attendance Policy 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/

attendance/ 

PES Attendance Form  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

https://eschool.stjohns.k12.fl.us/eSchoolPLUS/Student/Registration/StudentSummary?studentId=575173#
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://Www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://palenciaelementarypto.weebly.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2FTakeSurvey.aspx%3FSurveyID%3Dpesattendance&data=05%7C01%7CSilvia.BorraInGalli%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0bd2c9b486ce47a4c8f708da89ed625f%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e8443
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