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  THE PIRATE POST 

Palencia Elementary School 

    FIRST MATE’S Log       

Ms. Catherine Goodrich, Principal 

Ms. Theresa Cooper, Assistant Principal 

Ms. Courtney Johnson, Assistant Principal     May 23, 2024 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

 

Friday 05/24:  

 

All schools will be  

dismissed 1 hour earlier 

 

Bag Lunch Day 

 

Last Day for Students/

Fourth Quarter Ends 

Report Cards Issued 

 

Monday, 08/12: 

First Day of School  

 Students Report to Class  
2024 Students Report to 

Class  

 

 

 

Greetings PES Pirate Families, 

 

The staff and I THANK YOU for the outstanding display of gratitude 
and warmth you showed us earlier this month when we celebrated 
Teacher Appreciation Week and this last week of school as we close 
out the year.  It is clear we are a strong community dedicated to our 
children’s growth, success, and happiness.  

 

This Friday, the last day of school, is an early release day. Students will 
be dismissed at 1:45 PM. Please leave backpacks at home on Friday 
and send students with a bag lunch.  

 

Keep an eye on our school website over the summer for the 24-25 
school supply lists and for “Meet the Teacher” day and time infor-
mation. The first day of school is Monday, August 12th.  

 

Together in Education, 

 

 

Catherine Goodrich 

Principal 

Palencia Elementary School 

(904) 547-4010 
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Greetings from the Music Room! 

The second semester in the music classroom has been full of music making and new learning experiences for stu-

dents.  Here are some of the skills we have focused on for the different grade levels:  

Kindergarten and 1st grade worked on improving music listening skills by listening and responding with move-

ment to “The Carnival of the Animals” by French composer, Camille Saint-Saens .  The music features different 

instruments of the orchestra.  A favorite from the piece was the movement called “Introduction and Royal March 

of the Lions”!  Students also explored playing several different percussion instruments, such as tambourines, hand 

drums, wooden frog scrapers, and triangles to accompany several different songs. 

All 2nd grade classes worked very hard to prepare a wonderful musical production called Squirm:  A Wiggly, Giggly, 

Squiggly Musical by John Jacobson and John Higgins.  We had fun learning some American sign language to go with 

our songs and we appreciate the parent volunteers who helped us with that.  Everyone did a fantastic job perform-

ing the show on May 16th for an audience of students in the morning and another audience of families and friends 

in the evening.  Bravo, 2nd graders!! 

3rd graders learned and practiced singing and playing different dynamic markings in a song called, “Volcano!”  They 

also learned a fun partner rhythm stick routine to an old folk song, “Sarasponda”.   Most recently, they’ve been 

learning about harmony through listening, singing, and playing xylophones on the song, “Lean on Me” by Bill 

Withers. 

4th graders have been practicing their recorder playing skills and have learned notes B, A, G, and E.  We have also 

practiced playing Low C, D, F, and High C.  Students have found that some notes are more difficult to play cor-

rectly than others, but they are learning the proper technique to practice getting those notes to have a nice tone.  

Most recently, we have played a game called “Recorder Baseball”.  It has helped students improve their skills of 

reading and playing notes as they appear on the staff. 

5th graders also worked on the same recorder playing skills and music literacy throughout the second semester and 

made improvements that will help prepare them for middle school music ensembles. For the last couple of weeks, 

students have had some beginner ukulele lessons, as well!  We ordered a set of soprano ukuleles for the music 

classroom!  It’s been a lot of fun for everyone, and I hope many of them decide to continue with the ukulele beyond 

this year.  They are fairly inexpensive and a great instrument to play on your own, with a friend, or in a group.   

Shout out to the 5th grade Music Enrichment Group who performed at the Night of the Arts on April 23rd.  They 

sang and played their recorders for an audience that evening and I was so proud of how well they did!  Bravo!! 

Have a great summer, everyone!  Keep singing and playing instruments! 

~Mrs. Molina 
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Ruby Hamm was a “shining star” to 
everyone around her. She was kind, 
caring and a friend to everyone she 
met.  

We will continue to Honor Ruby and 
the legacy of kindness, friendship, 
and joy that she spread around Palen-
cia Elementary School.  

She will continue to live in our hearts 
forever.  

The Ruby Hamm Kindness Award  

Given to a 4th grade student in each class that possesses 
kindness, positivity, and optimism. The student also spreads 
joy to others, cares for others and advocates on behalf of oth-
ers.  

Pictures:  Sophia M.  with Mrs. 

Ledford 

Amelia N. 

Luke J. 

Audrey D. with Mrs. Traylor and  

Ms. Case 

Grace T. 

Hannah M. 
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A message from the clinic: 

 

As we near the end of the school year please remember to come by the clinic and pick-up your 
child’s medication and medical supplies. This can be done during school hours. If you need a 
different time, please let me know and we can arrange it. Any medication left in the clinic after 
4pm on May 24, will be thrown out. Per SJCSD policy we cannot store medication over the 
summer break for the next school year. 

 

To prevent administration errors, it is important we have the medication in proper bottles 
with updated forms for the 2024-2025 school year to insure proper medication administration. 
Please review the attached medication policy and have your child’s physician fill out the medi-
cation administration or management forms. These can be returned on “meet the teacher” day 
with medication and supplies for the 24-25 school year. If your physician does not have forms, 
they can be found on the PES website, under department, and then health clinic tab. Please let 
me know if you need me to email the forms or send them home with your students. 

 

Have a safe and healthy summer break ! 

 

Shakeria (Shaye) Stokes, LPN 

St. Johns County School District 

School Nurse; Palencia Elementary 

P: 904-547-4019 ext: 14019 

shakeria.stokes@stjohns.k12.fl.us fax 904-547-4015 

 

 

mailto:shakeria.stokes@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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It’s hard to believe another school year has ended! THANK YOU for your kind words and 
appreciation for all that we do here in the front office! Here are some reminders for our 
summer months: 

• All schools will be dismissed 1 hour early on Friday, May 24th, 2024. 

• Front Office Summer Hours are 7 am to 4 pm Monday through Thursday. Our offices 
will be closed on Thursday, July 4th, 2024. Normal office hours will resume on Monday, Au-
gust 5th, 2024. 

• Remember to complete your SJCSD Returning Student Verification Form (RSV). All 
guardians should have received an email from PowerSchool Enrollment beginning in April. 
The forms are resent by PowerSchool every two weeks until completed. This form is re-
quired annually for all students – please complete even if your child will not be returning 
to SJCSD. 

Our website is a great place to find information on our upcoming 2024-2025 school year. 
Please refer new families to www.pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us for further information about our 
wonderful school! We do not offer tours of our campus during the summer months but all 
families will be invited to attend our Meet the Teacher event prior to our first day of 
school Monday, August 12th, 2024. 

 

Final call for Lost and Found items! Please ask your student to check our 
rack of jackets located by the Music Room if they are missing a clothing 
item. Any lost water bottles are lunchboxes can be found on the cart 
outside the cafeteria during lunch times. All unclaimed items will be do-
nated on Tuesday, May 28th, 2024. 
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 Attention All Current Student Families!  

Returning Student Verification  

• (RSV) emails were released beginning April 15th.  

• Your reply is what confirms each student’s enrollment for the 2024-2025 

school year.  

• Our school district releases these emails in batches, so it may take up to 

two weeks for you to receive yours.  

• Look for emails from: noreplyregistration@powerschool.com  

• RSV’s submitted with a YES can be placed in a classroom  

 

 5th grade students heading to middle school – must include  

• Proof Of Residency documentation.  Once POR is verified by the elemen-

tary school, your student’s file will be released to the middle school.  

 Other families that must provide proof of residency:  

• Families with notarized Verification of Residency forms  

• If your current lease expires on or before August 2024  

• Any student transferring from one school to another  
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Palencia Elementary School   

http://www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Important Information for Upcoming Kindergarten Families SY 2024-25 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenings     Choose one date (20 minute time slots) 

Tuesday, June 18th     OR      Tuesday, July 16th  

Your child will meet briefly with one of Palencia Elementary’s Kindergarten teachers, during which time he/she will    participate in an 
informal screening.  This will include letter recognition/sounds, basic numeracy skills, colors, shapes, and sight words. 

The teacher who does your child’s screening may or may not be your child’s teacher. 

Please be sure to arrive a few minutes early. 

Sign up here:  http://kindergarten%20summer%20screeners/ 

 

 

School Access    

                                                       All visitors entering SJCSD schools must have approved “school access”.    

                                            Visit the PES website to register NOW at https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply/ 

 

http://www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://stjohns.keepntrack.com/apply/
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k.jesseniamatos@gmail.com         Pirates Need to Know… 

SJCSD Website 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES Website 

http://www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES PTO Website 

http://palenciapiratespto.com 

PES Attendance Policy 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/

attendance/ 

PES Attendance Form  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

https://eschool.stjohns.k12.fl.us/eSchoolPLUS/Student/Registration/StudentSummary?studentId=575173#
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://Www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://palenciaelementarypto.weebly.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2FTakeSurvey.aspx%3FSurveyID%3Dpesattendance&data=05%7C01%7CSilvia.BorraInGalli%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0bd2c9b486ce47a4c8f708da89ed625f%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e8443
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