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  THE PIRATE POST 

Palencia Elementary School 

     THE CAPTAIN’s Log       

Ms. Catherine Goodrich, Principal 

Ms. Theresa Cooper, Assistant Principal 

November 20, 2024 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Friday, November 22: 

5th grade Spelling Bee 

 

November 25-29: 

No School 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

Wednesday, December 4: 

PTO Meeting 8:40am 

 

Wednesday, December 4: 

PTO sponsored STEM  

family night  

6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 

Friday, December 20: 

One hour early dismissal 

2nd quarter ends 

 

December 23-January 2: 

Winter Break 

Student/Teacher Holiday 

 

Friday, January 3: 

Teacher Planning Day 

Student Holiday 

 

Monday, January 6th: 

Classes resume 

Hello Palencia Elementary families, 
  
We are more than halfway through the second nine weeks and the teachers, staff, and I 
could not be prouder of the student growth we have watched unfold before our eyes. 
Each week, deliberate scheduling allows grade level teacher teams to meet for an hour to 
specifically examine how students are progressing. This allows them to sync up their 
acuity regarding what mastery of curriculum (standards) looks like through student 
work and student assessments to determine where pockets of misunderstanding may lie. 
Through this process, they can determine next steps for enriching or extending 
knowledge for students who already mastered grade level content. I so enjoy listening to 
the teachers celebrate student success and I take pride in teachers’ commitment to mak-
ing sure ALL students demonstrate proficiency on essential standards.  
 
Our teachers are, indeed, passionate about what they do. You may have heard teachers, 
or your students refer to these meetings as the PLC (Professional Learning Community) 
process. A basic principle of the PLC process is teachers working collectively will serve 
our students better than teachers working alone. Teacher teams capitalize on each oth-
er’s strengths to benefit the grade level student population. You may have heard your lit-
tle one say “we switch classes” or you may have heard a teacher mention “flexible group-
ing” at Curriculum Chat. For instance, a gifted certified teacher may work with a handful 
of students in other classes who show the need for more challenging material on a given 
topic. Another example, most of the class scored well on an end of unit test, but two stu-
dents in the class earned lower scores. Those two students may attend re-teach sessions 
with another teacher on the grade level who had a different approach delivering the in-
formation, or with another teacher with a different teaching style. The idea being, we 
will not give up on students. If what we tried at first was unsuccessful, we try something 
else. We only have eighteen more instructional days in this first semester. Wow, time 
flies! 
  
A special THANK YOU to our Veterans and those who are actively serving in our mil-
iary. I was fortunate to spend last weekend with my adult son who is in the Navy. I have 
so much respect for the sacrifices those who serve make. 
  
Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday ahead. My wish is for each of you to enjoy blessings, a 
slower pace, and loved ones. 
  
Together in Education,  

  
Catherine Goodrich 
Principal 
Palencia Elementary School 
(904) 547-4010 
  
 



2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



3 

 
 

 
   

 

 

 
Greetings from the Music Room!  

 

Palencia Elementary students are working hard and having fun in music!  They are learning and practicing many 

skills while celebrating the joy of making music with others.  Here are some highlights:   

 

Pre-K and Kindergarten students are learning about different ways to use their voices, how to distinguish be-

tween high and low sounds, and loud and soft sounds, and how to play classroom instruments on the steady 

beat.  A couple of favorite songs we learned are “Way Up High in an Apple Tree” and “When the Flag Goes By”.  

 

1st and 2nd graders really enjoyed a song that they got to play a variety of instruments with while singing, called 

“Autumn is Here” by R. DelGaudio.  They are practicing proper playing techniques and playing at the right times 

during the music as well as matching pitches while singing together.  

 

3rd graders have spent a lot of their music time playing the Orff instruments – bass, alto, and soprano xylophones, 

metallophones, and glockenspiels.  They are working on mallet technique, playing together as an ensemble, play-

ing simple melodies by ear, and singing while playing.  

  

4th graders have been practicing their recorder playing skills and have learned notes B, A, G, and E.  We have also 

practiced playing Low C.  Students have found that some notes are more difficult to play correctly than others, 

but they are learning the proper technique to practice getting their notes to have a nice tone.  A favorite song they 

have played along with is the classic rock song, “Eye of the Tiger”!    

 

5th graders have been learning and practicing skills on the soprano ukulele.  They have learned the parts of the in-

strument, listening skills to check if the instrument is in tune, and how to strum chords.  We are practicing playing 

simple melodies as well as songs with 3 or 4 chords.  Switching chords during a song can be difficult and takes 

time to learn well.  I am noticing improvements each time we play!  Recently, students took a break from ukuleles 

and learned about the history of our country’s National Anthem and sang it together in honor of Veterans Day.  

  

**SAVE THE DATES**  I have some exciting news!  We are going to be sharing some of the music that students 

are working on together in music class with you later this year!  I thought it would be a great opportunity for our 

upper elementary students (grades 2-5) to be able to perform some pieces of music for their teachers and fami-

lies.  In my years of experience, I have found that students are more invested in and excited about working togeth-

er and practicing musical skills with focus and intention when they have a shared goal to work toward, such as an 

informal concert like this.  It also helps students gain experience in music that may help guide their future deci-

sions when choosing elective classes in middle and high school.  

Audience Info: 2 guests will be allowed per student.  The concerts will take place during the school day so that all 

students will be here and able to participate.  Guests must be school-approved visitors and will need to check into 

the main office when they arrive before going to be seated in the cafeteria.  Students will return to their classrooms 

with their teachers after the concert ends.  They will not be allowed to gather with families in the cafeteria after 

the concert due to the number of people who will be here and so that all students are safely accounted for.   

Thank you for understanding.    
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Here are the dates and times of the concerts:  

 

 

Friday, March 7th: Concert #1 –   

9:20 – 10:05  Ms. Gardner (5th), Ms. Wadsworth(5th), Mr. Duncan (4th), Ms. Traylor (4th), Ms. Caronna 

(3rd), Ms. Owen (3rd), Ms. Downs (2nd), and Ms. Weber’s (2nd) grade classes  

 

Tuesday, March 11th: Concert #2 –   

9:20-10:05 Mr. Clark (5th), Ms. Hughes (5th), Ms. Hogan (4th),  Ms. Suderman  (4th), Ms. Keller (3rd),  

 Ms. Ledford  (3rd), Ms. Klauk (3rd), Ms. Young (2nd),  and Ms. Andreoni (2nd)  

 

Thursday, March 13th: Concert #3 –  

9:20-10:05 Ms. Bruinsma (5th), Ms. Gray  (5th), Ms. Maxwell (4th),  Ms. Schultz (4th), Ms. Miri (3rd),   

Ms. Hays (3rd), Mr. Ackerman (2nd),  and Ms. Case (2nd)  
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k.jesseniamatos@gmail.com         Pirates Need to Know… 

SJCSD Website 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES Website 

http://www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us 

PES PTO Website 

http://palenciapiratespto.com 

PES Attendance Policy 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/

attendance/ 

PES Attendance Form  

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

https://eschool.stjohns.k12.fl.us/eSchoolPLUS/Student/Registration/StudentSummary?studentId=575173#
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://Www-pes.stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://palenciaelementarypto.weebly.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us%2FTakeSurvey.aspx%3FSurveyID%3Dpesattendance&data=05%7C01%7CSilvia.BorraInGalli%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0bd2c9b486ce47a4c8f708da89ed625f%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e8443
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